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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, IT 

SUBJECT: ALITALIA'S NORDIO EXPRESSES STRONG INTEREST IN AIRBUS 

REE: ROME 7576 

1. DURING PRESS CONFERENCE ON MAY 23, ON OCCASION OF 
ALITALIA'S ANNUAL STOCKHOLDER’S MEETING, UMBERTO NORDIO, 
PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER OF ALITALIA, REPORTEDLY SAID 
AIRBUS WAS ONE OF MORE PROBABLE CANDIDATES FOR SELECTION 
BY ALITALIA FOR ITS SHORT AND MEDIUM RANGE ROUTES. IF IT 

IS SELECTED, THE NUMBER OF AIRBUSES THAT ALITALIA WOULD 
BUY WOULD VARY FROM 6 TO 13 DEPENDING, HE SAID, ON WHETHER 
IT COULD BE USED ECONOMICALLY ON ALL ALITALIA'S SHORT AND 
MEDIUM RANGE ROUTES. ALITALIA WAS ALSO INTERESTED IN 
ALTERNATIVE BOEING AND MCDONNELL-DOUGLAS AIRCRAFT; A MIXED 
PURCHASE OF MORE THAN ONE TYPE WAAS NOT TO BE EXCLUDED IF 
THAT WOULD GUARANTEE GREATER ASSURANCE OF ECONOMY. 

2. COMMENT: NORDIO HAS TOSSED OUT EOR PUBLIC 
CONSUMPTION ON EARLIER OCCASIONS (SUCH AS DURING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ROME 09714 251649Z 

MADRID lATA CONFERENCE) THE POSSIBILITY THAT ALITALIA 
MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN BUYING THE AIRBUS WHILE TELLING 
EMBASSY PRIVATELY THAT COMPANY HAS LITTLE REAL INTEREST 
IN THAT AIRCRAET (SEE REFTEL). REMARKS REPORTED 
ABOVE AT ANNUAL MEETING PRESS CONFERENCE, SEEM TO 
INDICATE SHIFT TOWARDS GIVING MORE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION 
TO AIRBUS, BUT MAY BE NO MORE THAN PRUDENT PLAY TO 
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ENHANCE ALITALIA'S BARGAINING POSITION. END COMMENT. 
GARDNER 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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